
Changes in September 2006 Revised Final Horn Rule 
 

• These amendments extend the compliance date of the time-based locomotive horn 
sounding requirements until December 15, 2006. 

• A ‘‘good faith’’ exception has been incorporated into the time-based locomotive 
horn sounding requirements for locomotive engineers who are unable to precisely 
estimate their time of arrival at upcoming grade crossings. 

• An exception has been added to the 15-second minimum locomotive horn 
sounding requirement for locomotives and trains that re-initiate movement after 
having stopped in close proximity to a public highway-rail grade crossing. 

• These amendments expand the scope of the time-based locomotive horn sounding 
requirements to cover the sounding of any locomotive audible warning device 
(i.e., locomotive bells) at public highway-rail grade crossings. 

• If State law requires the sounding of locomotive audible warning devices at 
private and/or pedestrian crossings, these amendments will require railroads to 
sound the locomotive audible warning device in the same manner as public 
crossings must be sounded. 

• An exception has been added to the locomotive horn sounding requirements for 
locomotives equipped with defective horns that are being moved for repair. 

• The notification requirements for Pre-Rule Quiet Zones and Pre-Rule Partial 
Quiet Zones have been streamlined by expanding the scope of the Notice of Intent 
requirement and removing the Notice of Detailed Plan requirement. 

• These amendments extend the compliance date for the sound level testing of new 
locomotives until September 18, 2006. 

• These amendments provide clarification that locomotives used in rapid transit 
operations on the general railroad system are exempt from the locomotive horn 
sound level and testing requirements contained in 49 CFR 229.129. 


